194                    INDIA STRUGGLES FOR FREEDOM
Goaded thus, by continued and provocative bureaucratic intransi-
genee, the All-India Congress Committee, meeting at its historic
session in Bombay passed on August 8 what has come to be known as
the August Resolution, The main part of the resolution was notable
for its flaming anti-fascism, its declaration of sympathy with the
cause of the United Nations, the unqualified pledge to organise both
armed and non-violent resistance to the Jap aggressors and the
demand for National Government. "The Committee," it said, "is
anxious "not to embarrass in any way the defence of China or Russia,
whose freedom is precious and must be preserved, or to jeopardize the
defensive capacity of the United Nations. But the peril grows both
to India and these nations, and inaction and submission to a foreign
administration at this stage is not only degrading India and redueing
her capacity to defend herself and resist aggression, but is no answer
to that growing peril and is no service to the people of the United
Nations. The Committee resolves, therefore/' ran the fateful operat-
ive part of the resolution, " to sanction, for the vindication of India's
inalienable right to freedom and independence, the starting of a mass
struggle on non-violent lines on the widest possible scale, so that the
country might utilise all the non-violent strength it has gathered
during the last 22 years of peaceful struggle."
During the meeting Gandhiji spoke twice, and some of his
pronouncements are worth quoting: " Give up the attitude of mind
which welcomes Japan/' "I want you to adopt non-violence as a
matter of policy. With me it is a creed, but so far as you are con-
cerned, I want you to accept it as a policy. As disciplined soldiers
you must accept it in toto and stick to it when you join the struggle/1
In an interview before the meeting Gandhiji said : " I have definitely
contemplated an interval between the passing of the resolution and
the starting of the struggle-----A letter will certainly go to the
Viceroy, not as an ultimatum, but an earnest pleading for avoiding a
conflict. If there is a favourable response, then my letter can be the
basis for negotiation/' This readiness for a settlement is borne out by
the contents of the letter which Gandhiji wrote to the Viceroy from
the Aga Khan Palace in Poona where he was kept in detention,
Government had crossed the Rubicon, however, and Gandhiji was
given to understand that there was no common ground for discus-
sion.16
The Government which displayed the most shocking inefficiency
in fighting fascism abroad or providing civil defence and economic
well-being at home, sallied out with lightning rapidity ruthlessly to
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